Fatal Shigella sepsis in a neutropenic patient.
Bacteremia during infection with Shigella is relatively rare and usually self-limited. Bacteremia during shigellosis bearing a high fatality rate has been reported in young infants and in persons with malnutrition or with the acquired immunodeficiency syndrome. We report a case of Shigella sonnei septicemia in a severely neutropenic patient who had fever, abdominal pain, diarrhea, malnutrition, and dehydration. She died after five days despite intensive care. We emphasize that Shigella should be considered among the possible pathogens causing sepsis in neutropenic patients.